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From Pastor Pete
Greetings St. Andrew’s!
This month features a fourweek sermon series on the
book of Galatians which will
be a lead-in to a longer series
through June and July on the
Fruit of the Spirit (listed in
Galatians 5:22-23). I’m calling
our May series ID:X (which
is short for Finding Our True
Identity in Christ). The letter
X has traditionally been used
to represent the term Christ
since in the Greek, the word
begins with the letter Chi (X).
We will be challenged to learn
a memory verse this month:
Galatians 2:20 (NIV): “I have
been crucified with Christ and
I no longer live, but Christ lives
in me. The life I now live in the
body, I live by faith in the Son
of God, Who loved me and
gave Himself for me.”
Living
as
resurrection
people with Easter in our
hearts entails a spiritual
transformation that works its
way from the inside out. For
the Apostle Paul, this meant so
identifying with Christ, that he

could only explain it as having
been crucified with Christ.
He desired his life to be an
embodiment of resurrection.
The Galatians were hearing “a
different gospel” from other
teachers, and Paul’s aim was
to correct their thinking about
the concept of God’s grace,
and what it meant to live freely
by faith in Christ, in keeping
with the leading of the Holy
Spirit. I encourage you to
take the opportunity to dig a
little deeper in personal Bible
study than we will be able to
go in the weekly sermons. The
library on the SW Campus
has great study resources
and commentaries for you to
check out!
I want to update you on the
Pastoral Leadership Transition
process. The Congregational
Mission Study Team, led by
Kevin Oxnam, has begun
meeting and is forming a
strategy to learn more about
the St. Andrew’s congregation
and context, through surveys
and interviews. You can expect
to be asked your opinions

soon, so please watch for
communication
from this
team. If you are unsure if
the church has your correct
contact information, especially
your email address, please
contact the Church Office.
Meanwhile,
the
church
Nominating
Committee,
chaired by Katie Vidal, has
obtained many nominations
of
potential
people
to
serve on a future Pastor
Nominating
Committee.
Once
the
Congregational
Mission Study is completed
(several months from now),
the Nominating Committee
will spring to action ready
to suggest names of people
willing to serve on the PNC. It
will be the PNC’s responsibility
to prayerfully seek out the
one whom God is calling to
serve as the next installed
pastor.
Information
about
how to make nominations at
sapctucson.org/church-leadership.
I frequently hear this question
or one like it: “What about
you, Pete? I like you, why don’t
we just skip all this processschmocess and just hire
you? This seems like a big

NEW SERMON SERIES: ID:X – Discovering Our True Identity in Christ
UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE
May 1 - Christ Living in Me?
Galatians 1-2
May 8 - Who Are You Wearing?
Galatians 3-4:20
May 15 - Free to be Fruitful
Galatians 4:21-5
May 22 - The New Creation Is Everything
Galatians 6
May 29 - Intentional Kindness Challenge :
Service Worship -Focus on the Navajo Nation
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Service Opportunities for May Moment for Mission:
AMPHI MIDDLE SCHOOL: On Saturday, May 15, 9:00 am
– 12:00 pm, the Christian Cycling Club will be repairing
bikes at Amphi Middle School and would love your help!
Please let RuthAnn (rsmithrud@sapctucson.org) know
if you would like to participate in helping children get
back on their bicycles! Amphi Middle School is located
at 315 E. Prince Road, just east of Stone Avenue. Thank
you!
FOOD PANTRY: Amphi Middle School has just opened
a new Haven Totes (a 501(c)(3) Christian nonprofit) food
pantry and needs your help serving the community!
The pantry is open every Wednesday from 1:00 pm 4:00 pm and volunteers are needed to help families
shop for their free food. Volunteers are also needed
to pick up rescued food from the Trader Joe’s on
Campbell near Limberlost Road. And finally, one or
two people are needed to help oversee the pantry 2-3
hours per month. This would be a perfect opportunity
for you and a friend! Please contact RuthAnn at
rsmithrud@sapctucson.org for more information.
SERVICE WORSHIP IS MAY 29! We are once again
focusing on helping the Navajo Nation with food
and supplies. Watch for a sign up genius for a list of
items soon! Along with this opportunity comes the
“Intentional Kindness Challenge” to go along with our
new sermon series on the Fruits of the Spirit. We will still
have our regular services on Service Worship Sunday.
We can’t wait to be the hands and feet of Jesus in our
community and beyond! Thank you in advance for your
participation!
(From Pastor Pete cont.)
waste of time.” Great question! I’m flattered to
hear comments and questions like this, and I
understand the unsettled feelings that come
from uncertainty. This prompts me to share a
word of caution, which is this: be careful not
to confuse human desires with what it takes
to carefully discern God’s will and desire. The
intentional Presbyterian process for pastoral
transitions is a good and healthy one. The best
thing to do for St. Andrew’s and for whomever
God will call to serve as the next installed pastor
is to do the very best job of seeking the Lord’s
will so that there are no doubts in anyone’s
mind that God’s desire has been discerned. Let
me assure you, this will not be a waste of time!
The transitional process steps are outlined,
and updates will be available on the pastoral
transition section of the church website.

Gospel Rescue Mission
Gospel Rescue Mission is our May
“Moment for Mission” partner. They
describe their mission as follows:
Gospel Rescue Mission is more
than meals and shelter. We offer
our guests the chance for new
life through addiction recovery,
employment,
and
housing
programs, and provide them
access to medical, dental, and
mental health care; government
benefits; job training; and more,
to help them become successful
and self-sufficient, and move from
homeless to wholeness.
Gospel Rescue Mission does
not
accept
government
funding, so financial support
from the community is vital
to maintaining our ministry of
serving others. You can donate at
GRMTucson.com/donate or by
calling 520-740-1501. Volunteer
support is also vital, and we can’t
do half of what we do without
our
amazing
volunteers.
To
donate your time, please visit
GRMTucson.com/volunteer
and
schedule a tour. And above all,
please keep us and our guests in
your prayers.

The transitional process is not merely about
obtaining what we believe to be the best
outcome – but to do so with integrity in a way
that honors God and protects St. Andrew’s
legacy of faithful witness to Jesus Christ. In this
way, we are called to crucify our own desires,
so that the desires of God in Jesus Christ may
be embodied and lived out through our faith.
Through nine months of ministry among you,
I am absolutely convinced that God is at work
in and through St. Andrew’s bearing fruit of
ministry and transformation in the name of
Jesus!
Counting It All Joy,
Pastor Pete
Interim Pastor / Head of Staff
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JIM TOOLE 1K
On Saturday, April 23, around 200 people gathered in honor of the one year anniversary of the
passing of Pastor Jim Toole. We walked the loop at Riverfront Park and celebrating Pastor Jim’s life
well-lived! Pastor Jim loved how our church served the community. We honored him by collecting
food items for the new Haven Totes food pantry in Amphi Middle School which will eventually
serve families in the schools in need in the southern end of the Amphitheater School District. If
you weren’t able to participate, donations may still be made at sapctucson.org/jim-toole-1k.
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN SYNOD GATHERING
All women are invited to the Presbyterian
Women Synod of the Southwest Gathering,
October 28-30, 2022 at the Franciscan
Renewal Center in Scottsdale, AZ. Join us
for this special time where we will “retreat”
together, led by Carol Bechtel, author of the
2022-23 Horizons Bible Study on Sabbath. We
will learn what is current with PW from Board
of Directors Vice Moderator Kathleen Keefer
as well. We will worship together led by the
Rev. Judy Wellington who is currently serving
La Mesa Presbyterian Church in Albuquerque,
NM. There will also be a unique opportunity for
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cancer survivors to gather with the Rev. Linda
Loving who has written a workbook entitled,
“A New Song to Sing” to be used by survivors
particularly in faith-based group settings.
Our intention is to include all persons who
are interested in coming together to renew
our community, and we would like to reach
out to Native American women, younger
women and those who are survivors and/or
on the journey of living with cancer.
Learn more and register by contacting Connie
at crandall@sapctucson.org.

Adult Discipleship Ministry

THE LENT EXPERIENCE TESTIMONIES
“I was stressed to join a small group, but I didn’t want to do
the Lent Experience alone. The journey was very personal
to each of the group. The lessons were easy to follow and
the ‘homework’ could or didn’t have to be done. The only
thing I really struggle with is the forgiveness, still working
on it. The videos were short but really made me think. I
was surprised at how much I learned about lent and
myself. I would do it again in a heartbeat.”
“Thank you for providing us with ‘The Lent Experience.’
Going through the weekly tasks deepened the Lenten
season for me. The weekly assignments helped me face
some things that I hadn’t dealt with in my life. I feel closer
to Jesus, and to what He went through for us.”
“Just letting you know that I loved doing The Lent
Experience with our small group. The weekly challenges
provided a simple way to deepen the meaning for this
most holy time by causing me to focus more on my
relationship with God. It was also nice to share with others
involved in doing The Lent Experience”
“A very meaningful journey learning how Lent can help
us make changes in our daily lives ie: almsgiving &
forgiveness. Praise God for His love & teachings.”

FAITH UNCORKED – WOMEN’S MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP
Women of all ages are invited to join in the FUN and
fellowship on May 20 for our monthly time together.
Being together will encourage each of us and help us
with all of our life stuff!! Bring your favorite appetizer
and adult beverage. We’ll meet from 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
at the home of Connie Randall, 1361 W. Placita Del Rey,
Oro Valley, AZ 85704. Contact and RSVP to Connie at
crandall@sapctucson.org.

JOHN 17 WEEKENDS
You are invited to come and
experience renewal with a
weekend designed for you! Join
other men and women from
across Tucson and Oro Valley
for a weekend of Christian
Discipleship, emphasizing the
essentials of the Christian life
and walk. Men’s weekend will
be June 30 - July 3, 2022 and
Women’s weekend will be
July 7-10, 2022. Contact Connie
at crandall@sapctucson.org for
more information.
*****
The Tucson John 17 Weekend
is a 72 hour same-gender
Christian discipleship weekend
that emphasizes the essentials
of the Christian life and walk.
The weekend is intentionally
inter-denominational and multicultural, and complements the
work being done in Tucson of
unifying and mobilizing the
Church.
The weekends endeavor to
bring Christians to a closer, more
personal walk with their Lord
Jesus Christ and encourage
them to Christian leadership
and action wherever they
currently live, work, worship, and
serve. The main teaching of the
weekend is God’s unqualified
love for each of us through grace.
Each member of the community
is asked to grow in their personal
relationship with Christ, to study
God’s Word and other Christian
writings, and to express their
love for Christ in Christian action.
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Youth Discipleship Ministry

MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION DAYS
Since so many Middle School
students
(incoming
6th-8th
graders) and their friends are
involved in VBS, we will be adding
the opportunity to make the most
out of your week!
We will be doing two mission
adventures following VBS Monday
(6/13) and Thursday (6/16) of VBS
week. Students may do one or
both of the days. Learn more at
sapcyouth.com.

FOREST HOME
We are gearing up for Forest
Home Summer Camp 2021.This
year we have an online sign up
open to all current 5th gradersexiting 12th graders. Spots fill up
quickly so make sure you register
as soon as it opens. Summer
camp is July 3-8; the cost this
year is $495. For those registered,
payments should be made
monthly of $111.25 following a $50
deposit.

YOUTH PROGRAM BREAK
We will be taking a youth program
break from May 16 - May 30 for
Graduations and will be back with
pool parties to start the summer
May 31 and June 1. Be on the
lookout for times and locations.
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GRADUATION SUNDAY
All graduates are invited to join us for worship at the 9:00
am or 10:45 am Services on May 15, so we may celebrate your
graduation and commission you into the world. Whether
you are graduating from high school, college, grad school,
or other educational program, we want to celebrate you!
Visit sapctucson.org to share some information on your
graduation and your future plans with us so we can
highlight you during the worship services. For questions,
email Tim Christian at tchristian@sapctucson.org.
5TH GRADER PREVIEW
Incoming 6th graders are invited to experience youth
ministry for the first time. We’ll have pizza and play a game
or two while parents can get all their questions answered
by Tim, Logan and a few youth leaders. Join us May 15 at
12:30 pm!

MOONLIGHT DINNER & AUCTION
Join us for the Moonlight Dinner and Auction, the
biggest youth fundraiser of the year! Funds raised go to
Youth Missions, Youth Scholarships, and our Youth Intern
Program. It is a huge event and we need your help to
make it happen. The Moonlight Dinner and Auction will
be May 7, starting at 6:00 pm in Friendship Hall. Tickets
for the evening are available at sapcyouth.com for
$25/ticket or $150 for a table of eight. (Kid meals are free!)
You won’t want to miss this fun event! Thank you so much
for helping support the Youth Ministry.

Learn more at sapcyouth.com.

Children’s Discipleship Ministry

MONUMENTAL VBS: JUNE 13-17
We are looking for volunteers to work with kids during VBS
2022! There are openings for Crew Leaders and Station
Leaders. To see the job descriptions, visit sapctucson.org/
kids/vbs.
We are also in need of scholarships. You can donate by
check by putting VBS Scholarship in the memo line or
online at sapctucson.org/kids/vbs.
SUPER FRIENDS: A SPECIAL NEEDS MINISTRY
This summer, Super Friends invites you to join us in our
summertime activities! These activities are open to
everyone in the St. Andrew’s community. All activities will
take place in the afternoons. Look for more information
coming as we get closer to the events.
June 5: Lucky Cat Social Art Project
July 3: Water Day at Oro Valley Aquatic Center
August 7: Bowling
September 4: Games on Mt. Lemmon at Family Campout

HONOR 5TH GRADERS
We will honor our outgoing 5th Graders during the
Children’s Message at the 9:00 am service on May 15. In the
afternoon, 5th Graders and their parents are invited to the
5th Grader Preview in the Boondocks on the NE campus.
This is a time for kids to play games with the youth leaders
and is also an informational meeting for parents.

NOW HIRING: DIRECTOR OF
PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN
Please help us spread the word
about our opening for a new
Director of St. Andrew’s Preschool
& Kindergarten!
JOB DESCRIPTION:
As a professional staff member
of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
Church, the Director of Preschool
and Kindergarten participates
in the church’s vision “To know
God and to make God known
through lives transformed by
Christ” through the strategy of
reaching young children and their
families with the Gospel through
offering a missional Preschool
and Kindergarten program of the
highest quality. The Director works
in cooperation with the Preschool
& Kindergarten Governing Board
and reports to the Pastor/Head
of Staff. The Director functions as
the chief administrator, providing
leadership to the staff and faculty,
and directing daily operations.
To the larger community, the
Director leads promotion and
outreach to attract and include
families regardless of their faith
background.
Learn more and view full job
description at sapctucson.org.

Learn more at sapctucson.org/kids.
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Prayer and Care
STEPHEN MINISTRY
“I don’t have enough time to meet with a Stephen Minister.” How
much time do you spend worrying about a problem or a hurt
that life has handed you? Meeting with a Stephen Minister only
takes one hour, once a week. That’s it. Invest this time in yourself
and be amazed at what God will do. For more information visit
sapctucson.org/care or call the Church Office, 520-297-7201, or
Cheryl Smith at 520-297-7201

FAITH COMMUNITY NURSES
Long distance caregiving can
be very challenging, but the
benefits to those you support
are great. As signs of a loved
one’s frailty or decline in health
become evident, it’s time to
begin planning for their care.
Planning in advance of a crisis
should include:
•

Emergency information

•

Options for care
available resources

and

All situations are different, it
is important to have honest
and open communication
with family members and
the person needing care.
Determine if the family can
work as a team and agree in
advance how their skill can
complement and assist in
spreading out the stress and
additional workload.
Functions of a local or long
distance caregiving include:
•

Gather information and
coordinate
appropriate
services which include
legal
and
financial
documents such as a
Will, Power of Attorney,

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Living Will and location of
bank accounts and other
financial assets.
•

•

Knowing where important
papers are kept and who
the
key
professionals
are such as physicians,
attorney, financial planner,
etc, are critical to ensure
effective care.
Knowledge
of
current
medical
condition
and
medications
are
beneficial for accurate
communication
with
medical professionals.

When coordinating services,
consider automating what
you can for bill paying, grocery
delivery
and
prescription
refills. These require that the
caregiver is named on the
bank account and identified
on the HIPPA release for
medical information. Seek
help in the community where
your loved one resides. In
Tucson your resource could be
St. Andrew’s Faith Community
Nurse Ministry which is eager
to serve. Please contact
Coordinator Louise Doran
520-529-7748.

March total revenue
$119,638
Monthly revenue required
173,315
Difference				($53,677)

SAPC LIBRARY NEWS
At the recommendation
of the Adult Discipleship
Ministry Committee, the
Church Library has added
a small section of new
books in our Church Library
that speaks to the issues
that those in the LGBTQ+
community
and
their
parents, grandparents, and
friends are confronted with
on a daily basis. The main
heartbeat to the addition of
these books is that Jesus is
for everyone, and we want
the LGBTQ+ community
to feel included here at
St. Andrew’s. These books
are all faith-based and
discuss these issues in the
context of Christianity. The
books are on display in the
Church Library and are
available for checkout.

Year to date revenue
$524,965
YTD revenue required
556,664
Difference			 ($31,699)

