Cross Currents
December 2021 - January 2022

From Pastor Pete
Greetings St. Andrew’s!

•

Whoa! There is so much going on, and so much to do! Are
you keeping lists of lists of strategies and objectives…so
that you can cruise though Advent to a Happy Christmas
and a Merry New Year?! There’s one thing you don’t want
to forget, in fact, put this at the top of your list! Remember
to be still and breathe. At Christmas we celebrate that God
is with us – Immanuel! Psalm 46:10 reminds us what is
expected of those in the presence of the Lord Almighty:

•

•

He says, “Be still, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth.”
There are some remarkable ways to exalt and be still in
God’s presence during this season.
•
•
•

Worship with us during Advent and into the new year,
in person or streaming online.
Attend the Blue Christmas Service on December 16
at 6:30 pm in the Chapel. This will be a time to be real
about all the emotions that the holidays may provoke.
Make plans now to worship with us on Christmas Eve,
including praying about who you will invite to come
with you!

•

As more people return to gathered worship, please
be mindful that we are all at varying comfort levels
of being in crowds. Please continue to practice safe
health protocols as COVID-19 continues its presence
in our community.
You can be generous with opportunities to give to
the Christmas Offering (this year supporting Tucson
Refugee Ministry), Adopt-a-Family, or with a year end
gift to the church’s general fund.
Pray for the team presently being formed that will
begin the process of leading a congregational mission
study in the new year. This is a necessary and good
step that will help St. Andrew’s learn more about who
you are as a congregation. The completed study will
serve as a basis and guide for the eventual committee
that will search for and nominate the next installed
pastor for St. Andrew’s.
Pray for St. Andrew’s and its staff and leaders. As we
continue to lead the church in this time of pastoral
transition, your encouragement, kind notes, and
prayers mean so much.

Counting it all joy,
Pastor Pete

UPCOMING WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
ADVENT SERMON SERIES: This Advent season, Pastor
Pete will be sharing a special sermon series, “Songs of
Christmas.” We will be taking a closer look at each of
the four hymns of Christmas in Luke 1 & 2.
First Sunday of Advent - November 28
Magnificat - Mary’s Song: Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55)
Second Sunday of Advent - December 5
Zechariah’s Song: Benedictus (Luke 1:68-79)
Third Sunday of Advent - December 12
The Angels’ Song: Gloria In Excelsis Deo (Luke 2:14)
Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 19
Simeon’s Song: Nunc Dimittis (Luke 2:29-32)

NEW YEAR SERMON SERIES, beginning January 9
The Great Embrace: The fundamentals of community
life in a time of great resignation.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE CHANGES:
December 26 - One worship service
10:00 am Sanctuary, In Person & Online
January 2 - Two worship services
7:30 am Worship Service, Chapel, In-Person
10:00 am Worship Service, Sanctuary, In-Person
& Online

7650 N Paseo del Norte, Tucson, AZ 85704 | sapctucson.org | 520-297-7201

Christmas with St. Andrew’s

Advent is a time of expectation, a time of anticipation, a time of waiting. We invite you to join us this Advent season as
we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ!

Women’s Christmas Brunch

Women of all ages are invited to our second annual Christmas Brunch,
Saturday, December 4, from 10:00 am - 12:00 pm. There will be a catered
brunch by Cafe a la Carte, fellowship around our tables, peaceful, FUN
music by our Flute Choir, along with a FUN MC (Shelly) directing us, and
encouragement and prayer from Connie and RuthAnn! Please bring a new
ornament to bless an isolated individual for our Bountiful Blessings gifts to
be delivered after Cookies, Carols, and Cocoa! Register at sapctucson.org or at
the Adult Discipleship Table on Sundays! Cost is $25.

Cookies, Carols, & Cocoa

Reach out to our isolated friends through the Cookies, Carols, and Cocoa event! Mark your calendars for Saturday,
December 18, at 2:00 pm for Cookies, Carols, and Cocoa! This event will be an outreach to our local elderly and isolated
individuals. On December 18, participants will assemble Christmas baskets. We will then take these baskets to deliver
them to those nominated through Bountiful Blessings. When delivering the baskets, participants will sing a few carols.
Cookies and Cocoa will be provided while baskets are being assembled.
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Here’s what we need from you!
1. Nominate an isolated friend to receive a basket. You can do that through
the Bountiful Blessings link at sapctucson.org.
2. Sign up to attend the Cookies, Carols, and Cocoa event on
December 18 through the link on at sapctucson.org. We need you to
sign up so we can put together teams to distribute baskets.
Questions? For Bountiful Blessings questions, please contact RuthAnn
Smithrud at rsmithrud@sapctucson.org. For Cookies, Carols, and Cocoa
questions, please contact Shelly Akins at sakins@sapctucson.org.

Christmas Concert

The Music Ministry at
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
Church presents our 13th
Annual Christmas Concert.
The concert will feature our
Chancel Choir, Orchestra,
Worship Team, Children’s
Choir, Handbell Choir, and
more for an evening of Advent and Christmas themed music for no
admission cost. We hope you can join us Saturday, December 11, at
7:00 pm in the SW Campus Sanctuary! Cookies and cider to follow!

Blue Christmas Service

The holiday season isn’t always merry and bright for everybody.
This will be worship gathering and time to be honest about all the
emotions that Christmastime may provoke. We will offer corporate
prayers and songs, Scripture readings, some Biblical reflections,
and time for meditation, individual prayers, and anointing with
oil. Please join us December 16 at 6:30 pm in the Chapel for this
special service.

Christmas Eve
We invite you to join us for one of our
services, each with a unique feel and style.
All services will be in-person and will stream
on Facebook Live, YouTube Live, and Vimeo.

FAMILY SERVICE & CHRISTMAS PLAY
5:00 PM | IN-PERSON & ONLINE
Join us for an intergenerational service,
featuring SAPC Kids in The Christmas
Story! Classic hymns and a message make
this service a perfect fit for all ages.

SAPC Christmas Offering

The St. Andrew’s Christmas offering this year will go to Tucson
Refugee Ministry (TRM) to support a much needed community
center. This will be a safe space for refugees’ activities such as
tutoring, English classes, work readiness skills, adult, teen and
children’s groups, trauma
care groups, practical needs
such as food and clothing and
much more. Refugee families
are relocated from their
homeland without support
systems so isolation and
loneliness are common. The
Tucson Refugee Ministry’s
programs build relationships
that help with loneliness
and survival in their new
country.
Approximately
500 new refugees from
Afghanistan are expected
to arrive in Tucson within
the next month with many
more following in 2022. All three Tucson resettlement agencies
have asked TRM to be their source for volunteers. Please consider
blessing our new neighbors by going to tucsonrefugeeministry.com
to learn of volunteer opportunities.

CONTEMPORARY CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
7:00 PM | IN-PERSON & ONLINE
Our Contemporary Worship Team will
lead us in this beautiful time of Candlelight
Christmas Worship.

TRADITIONAL CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
9:00 PM | IN-PERSON & ONLINE
Our Chancel Choir and Orchestra will lead
us in Traditional Candlelight Christmas
Worship.
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Adult Ministry
January Series 2022

It’s coming again! Mark your calendars for January 10 through January 28 each morning at 10:30 am MT for live
streamed lectures on important issues of the day such as “Grace-Filled Political Conversations” (January 12), “Global
Citizens” (January 14), “Racial Reconciliation” (January 17), “Social Media” (January 18), “Cyber Security” (January 19),
and “Galatians” with N. T. Wright (January 21).
And you can watch from the comfort of your own home! The Zoom link will be provided. Due to the unknown
situation with COVID and its variants, we will not be gathering in the St. Andrew’s Sanctuary this year. Please
access all the speakers and biographies by going to www.calvin.edu/january. Dave and Ellen Vellenga will be the
“virtual” hosts for this event and will be happy to answer any questions. ebvellenga@comcast.net. Learn more at
https://calvin.edu/january-series/.

Bible Study Fellowship

Bible Study Fellowship Satellite Women’s Group meets at
St. Andrew’s on Wednesday mornings at 9:00 am - 10:30 am. You
are invited to join in on the study of Matthew. Contact Connie at
crandall@sapctucson.org.
The long-awaited Messiah first promised in Genesis surprised everyone. He was
not the kind of Savior people were looking for then … or now.
Gentle and compassionate to the marginalized yet bold in confronting religious
institutions, Jesus came to make rebels His children. Forging the only path to
forgiveness and salvation, Jesus deserved a crown of glory but willingly wore a
crown of thorns. His death looked like defeat but brought eternal victory.
Embracing the words of Jesus will change your life.
Who is Jesus? What do His words have to do with your life? How can Jesus possibly
bring peace and satisfaction to your life and broken world today? Explore God’s
answers to these questions and more in community.
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Faith Uncorked

Ladies, come join the fun and fellowship on
January 21 for our monthly time together.
Being together will encourage each of us,
help us with all of our life stuff, and we’ll
have FUN! Bring your favorite appetizer and
adult beverage. We’ll meet from 6:00 pm 8:00 pm at Jan Olafson’s home at 9670
N. Cliff View Pl., Tucson 85704. RSVP to
Connie at crandall@sapctucson.org. Women
of all ages are invited as we encourage each
other to keep on keeping on in our journey
of life and faith!

Youth Ministry

Youth Christmas Parties
Our White Elephant traditions will
continue this year! Don’t forget to
bring a wrapped gift (something you
already have or can buy for under $5).
High School will be December 21,
from 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm, and Middle
School will be December 22, from
6:15 pm - 8:15 pm. Ugly Christmas
sweaters are encouraged!

Save the Date for
30 Hour Famine 2022

On February 5 and 6, 2022, our Youth Group is participating in
World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine. It is not right that thousands of kids
are dying from hunger each day. We are going without food for 30
hours to raise money so others can eat. Our goal is to raise $10,000
for these kids in need and with your help, we can change the world!
Here’s how you can help: Pray, and ask God to bless our students
as they overcome hunger. Volunteer, come and join us during our
famine weekend. Give, just $40 can feed and care for a child for
a month. More information and online donation can be found at
sapcyouth.com or 30hourfamine.org.
Details: 8:00 am, February 5 - 12:00 pm, February 6
Register at sapcyouth.com.

Moonlight Dinner Donations

It is that time of year again! We are starting to collect items for the 2022
Moonlight Dinner and Auction. Your donations are tax deductible! All
money raised at the event goes to support the Youth Intern Program,
Camp Scholarships, and mission opportunities. Items can be donated
through the Youth Office. For more information, contact Tim Christian
at tchristian@sapctucson.org. Thank you so much for helping support the
Youth Ministry!

Youth Program Break

Youth Ministry programs will be on break over the holidays, from
December 23 - January 10. We will resume with High School Youth
Group on January 11, 2022.

Children’s
Ministry

Christmas Eve Play

This year SAPC Kids will present
a traditional bathrobe play at the
5:00 pm Christmas Eve Service. Children
will read the Christmas story from Luke
and Matthew, while pantomiming the
events in the story. Rehearsals will be
December 12 at 2:00 pm, December
18 at 9:00 am, and December 23 at
9:00 am. More information and a signup for parts will be distributed through
Sunday School and via email. Parts are
available for all children ages 2 through
5th grade. For more information, contact
Shelly at sakins@sapctucson.org.

Kindergarten & First
Grade Prayer Partners

It’s that time of year to start thinking and
praying about being a Prayer Partner
Please consider being part of this ministry
and walk alongside a child in his or her
faith journey. Ten adults are needed
for this. You are committing to pray for
and with your partner, and the children
commit to pray for you as well. If you
have been a prayer partner in the past
and want to volunteer again, please do so!
Contact Shelly at sakins@sapctucson.org
to volunteer or for more information.
Prayer Partners will meet February 20
during the 9:00 am Sunday School time.

Save the Date
for VBS 2022!

Join us June 13-17, 2022! Registration
opens March 27, 2022. Get ready for a
5
MONUMENTAL time!

Serve Our City

We are thankful for all of your efforts for Serve Our City! We had over 12
churches participating with over 1000 volunteers honoring Jesus across the
city. We were able to bless schools and their staffs, hospital workers, some
of our elderly friends in care centers, and our homeless friends from Cross
Streets ministries with 200 bags filled with socks, warm hats, Christmas
cards, Scriptures, scarves and treats! Two cycle groups, who had not known
about each other, came together to repair bicycles at Amphi Middle School.
Blankets were made for the elderly in care centers, for the children from
Courtney’s Courage, and for Refugee families. Together, we collected over
350 12 Days of Thanksgiving food bags for families in need in our city! One
little girl, age 9, wanted to work at Gospel Rescue Mission but wasn’t allowed
because of her age. Instead, she asked 20 of her friends to participate in this
project, and she collected 20 bags of food for others!
We also made 125 pumpkin bread loaves which blessed our friends at Hope
City Church, Good News Community Church, the staff at La Frontera, and I
Am You 360 and their homeless youth. We used a blow torch (and hose) to
get rid of the weeds at a 95 year-old lady’s property! Pastor Jim once told us
that we were going to be a bonfire that would grow across the city. Thank
you to those of you who helped make this happen all to honor Jesus in our
city! Special thanks to our friends from Tucson Church International who
brought so much joy and energy to St. Andrew’s to work together on projects
for others.
Watch for our next Pastor Jim Toole’s Service Worship, a panel presentation,
coming January 30, 2022, at all three services.

Flower Arranging Workshop

You are invited to a workshop to learn basic flower arranging techniques on
Saturday, February 5, from 10:00 am - 12:00 pm in the Garden Room (NE
campus, next to the Chapel)! The St. Andrew’s Flower Team is hosting the
workshop where Debi Kromer, Flower Team member and former flower shop
owner, will be creating an altar arrangement and sharing ‘insider secrets’. It’s
fun and easy to make flower arrangements, whether for your home, to give as
gifts or for St. Andrew’s Sunday Services!
We hope you’ll join us for this demonstration and fellowship! Please RSVP to
Lisa Behr at LKBehr@comcast.net

Piecemakers

The Piecemakers are delighted to be able to sew together each
Wednesday in the Choir Room. Mostly we make small quilts
to donate to Project Linus, which serves children in crisis.
Recently we had a show in the Sanctuary with 75 beautiful
quilts ready to be donated.
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December Artist:
Kay Norris

Your Tax Credits
Make A Difference!

St. Andrew’s Preschool and Kindergarten is one of our church’s largest
ministries, impacting over 130 families. One practical way that you can
join us in making an impact in the lives of our students and families is by
making a Tax Credit Donation!
A donation to the Arizona Private School Tax Credit Program helps
families choose St. Andrew’s Kindergarten for their children’s education.
We offer:
• the lowest student to teacher ratio in the northwest Tucson area (9:1)
• two dedicated, highly qualified teachers in each classroom
• an academic curriculum featuring Saxon Math, Developmental
Reading, Integrated Social Studies and Science, STEM, Spanish, Music
and a Christian Ed. Component
• an individualized approach to learning that meets students where
they are at and challenges them to reach their highest potential
We work with the Institute for Better Education (ibescholarships.org)
and the Arizona Christian School Tuition Organization (acsto.org)
to remove any financial obstacles that stand in a family’s way of choosing
St. Andrew’s Kindergarten for their child. For the past several years,
your generous tax credit donations have blessed all of our Kindergarten
students with full-ride scholarships to our excellent program! Thank you!
The best part? When you give, you can receive a dollar-for dollar credit on
your Arizona state income taxes! For the 2021 tax year, you may donate
up to the maximum amounts: $2,435 (married filing jointly), $1,219
(single), or your actual tax liability, whichever is less. You can make your
donation any time up until April 15, 2022.
For more information and to make a donation, please visit the IBE and/
or ACSTO websites listed above, or call the school office at 520-7422969. Donation brochures can also be found in the Narthexes on both
St. Andrew’s campuses.
What are you waiting for? You can invest in future generations and make
a significant difference in the life of a child by making a donation to the
Arizona private School Tax Credit Program on behalf of St. Andrew’s
Kindergarten today!

After being a potter from 1991-1996
in my homestate of Ohio, my now late
husband and I moved to Tucson in 1997.
I was facing retirement from the Pima
County Library system in 2008 and felt
I was looking into a black hole as far as
purpose after retirement was concerned.
My then-church prayer committee
prayed about this for me as I was feeling
rather bleak about my perceived future.
In September of 2008 I saw an ad in the
Northwest Explorer about a free OATS
(Outreach Art Tutoring for Seniors) class
at the Abbett branch library, and at age
61 decided on a whim to take it.
The watercolor teacher (now deceased)
for that class was so joyful and inspiring
in her delivery that I learned quickly the
techniques for watercolor and decided
to pursue it by taking her class after the
free class at the library was completed.
I absorbed so much from her and
was totally captured by what can be
accomplished on a blank sheet of paper
with watercolors. Watercolor painting
morphed into acrylic painting and alcohol
ink painting over time.
Inspiration comes to me in many forms:
magazine photos; a desert sunset; wide
open spaces; ancient ruins; flowers, and
so forth. My need for experimentation
can’t be denied which keeps painting
interesting to me. Not all of my
experiments, however, are successful as
is to be expected.
Having begun painting at such a late
stage in life has both given me a purpose
beyond anything I could have imagined,
and my art is my way of giving back to the
Great Creator the talent He has seen fit to
bless me with. I hope you enjoy viewing
my work as much as I enjoy presenting it.
Thank you so much!!
- Kay Norris
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SAPC Year-End Financial Stewardship Challenge
Dear St. Andrew’s Members and Friends,
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.” John 1:4
We continue to thank God for and marvel at the faithful
giving from the St. Andrew’s family throughout the last
18 months of the pandemic. Consistent giving, along
with the efforts of the staff and church leaders to
control expenses has not only allowed St. Andrew’s to
maintain the core ministries of the church but also to
innovate in creative ways. However, it’s also no secret
that donations have not met the budgeted projections
for 2021.
This might seem like a dark situation…but we have faith
in God who specializes in shining light into darkness!
A concerned couple from our congregation has come
to the Trustees and has generously offered a challenge
for the year-end to make up the deficit. This couple will
match at 50%, up to $50,000, the amount of December
donations to the general fund over the anticipated
December contributions of $228,000. Said another
way, if we receive $100,000 more than the anticipated
contributions, we will receive an additional $50,000!

This letter is to inform you of this incredible opportunity,
and to ask you to consider making a 2021 special year-end
gift. In honor of #givingtuesday, we launched our challenge
11/30/21. Your gifts can come from cash/check, donated
stock, or from IRAs, but would need to be applied to the
general fund (rather than any special designation) and
would need to be received or postmarked by 12/31/2021.
If you have any questions, please call Brad Engel at the
Church Office. Thank you for your generosity and prayerful
consideration.
We understand not everyone will be in a position to help
with this particular challenge, and that is no reason for
gloom or shame. We do invite everyone to join with us in
prayer for God’s continued guidance and protection as we
anticipate all that God will do in this Advent and Christmas
season as we lift up the name of our incarnate Savior and
King, Jesus Christ!
The Board of Trustees

2022 Stewardship
Campaign Update
Pledges received through
November 22: $876,909
2022 Pledge Goal: $1,836,000
Thank you for your support of our
ministries.

2021 Financial Update
October total revenue
$109,250 		
Monthly revenue required 143,233 		
Difference			
($33,983)		

Year to date revenue
YTD revenue required
Difference			

$1,443,556
1,633,840
($190,284)

How Faith Community
Nursing Can Help You

Blood pressure screening is perhaps the most visible ministry
Faith Community Nurses does on a regular basis, but did you
know that these nurses function regularly as Healthcare
Advocates?
Do you always understand why a particular test has been
ordered or what the test involves? Can you or your parent
fully communicate symptoms and concerns to the physician?
Navigating “medical culture” can be confusing which results in
gaps in the continuity of care. Do you know that Faith Community
Nursing has a medical equipment loan ministry where you can
sign-out equipment without cost or a time limit for use?
The next time you are concerned about an illness, worried about
an upcoming test or need to make a difficult decision involving
a healthcare issue, remember that there is a whole range of
expertise available to you. However, Faith Community Nurses
are not permitted to do hands-on-care.
Through the network of healthcare advocacy, no one should
feel alone or overwhelmed when illness arises. Neither should
anyone hesitate to call with questions about preventive care.
There’s a wide range of information available so that we
can be motivated toward healthier living. To contact a Faith
Community Nurse, please call the Church Office or Louise Doran
520-529-7748.

Battery Operated Wheelchair Available

St. Andrew’s Medical Equipment Ministry has a battery operated
wheelchair for loan at no cost or time limit restrictions. For more
information please contact Faith Community Nurse Mary Bauer
at 520-877-2801.

Stephen Ministry

Are you experiencing the Christmas blues?
The joy of Christmas can turn into a time of
painful loneliness and emptiness for those
who have suffered a loss or who are going
through a difficult time. But help is available.
Our Stephen Ministers are ready to provide
confidential, one-to-one Christian care. They
will listen, care, encourage, pray with and for
you, and support you through the holidays and
as long as your need persists.
Do you know someone who is feeling isolated
or is hurting? Then contact us through one
of our pastors, the Caring Ministry link at
sapctucson.org/care, or Cheryl Smith at
520-271-6591.

Help Needed

What goes up, must come down! Help is
needed on Saturday, January 8, at 9:00 am
to take down and pack up the Sanctuary
Christmas decorations. As long as we have
plenty of people to help it usually gets done
very fast. So bring your friends and family! If
you have any questions contact Debi Kromer
at dskromer@comcast.net.

In Memoriam
Marge Pobuda
October 22, 2021
Dale Marthaler
November 12
Paul DenHerder
November 13

Greeters for Worship

It is time to schedule greeters for our worship services once
again! Beginning later this week, there will be a new way to sign
up! On our church website (sapctucson.org), you will find a link
to volunteering for either the 9:00 am or 10:45 am services on a
particular Sunday. Currently, the calendar dates are December
through February. I hope you will once again participate in this
service to our congregation. - Susie Melton

Bill Gross
November 18
Ruth Stouffer
November 21

