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PASTOR JIM TOOLE
On Friday, April 23, 2021, Pastor Jim Toole, took his last breath here on earth and his first breath in heaven.
Below we have included a letter from Pastor Mat Grover from Saturday, April 24. You can also find Pastor Jim’s
final sermon, along with Pastor Jim’s YouTube channel with weekly videos of his journey navigating Stage 4
cancer at sapctucson.org.
We love you, Pastor Jim.

LETTER FROM PASTOR MAT (4/24/21)
Dear St. Andrew’s Family,
I am writing you this day with some difficult news. Last night (4/23), Pastor Jim Toole, took his last breath here
on earth and his first breath in heaven. Throughout his short and fierce battle with cancer, Jim has continued to
point us to the ultimate Gospel truth that God has redeemed us and has prepared a place for us to spend all
eternity with Him. So, although we might be sad and our grief is very real, we should also rejoice in the hope
that we have and trust that Jim is now resting in the loving arms of our Savior!
Jim called us as a congregation in his last sermon to “keep doing what we are doing.” So, tomorrow (4/25/21)
during worship we will acknowledge our individual and corporate grief, but we will also do what we have been
called to do, and that is worship our Risen Savior, the One in whom our eternal hope rests. We will also have
prayer warriors and Stephen ministers at the ready for anyone who would like some extra prayer. Over the
next few weeks, these people and other grief counselors will be available for anyone in our St. Andrew’s family.
If you would like to speak to someone or have questions, please feel free to contact the Church Office and we
will point you in the right direction.
At this time, there is no date for a memorial service, but we will keep you in the loop as plans take shape. Please
continue to pray for Pati, Jake, Conor, Jay (his brother), Bud, and Carolyn (Jim’s parents). Again, we thank you
for respecting privacy, so if you have any questions, please feel free to direct them to the Church Office and we
will do our best to answer them. May we trust in our eternal hope and that the Creator of the Heavens and
Earth is holding on to us and will NEVER let us go.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Mat

SERVICE
WORSHIP
HELP IN DEED
Service Worship, Help In Deed,
blessed so many people during a
difficult season. We packed 25
family food boxes for the Navajo
Nation while also collecting toilet
paper, paper towels, wipes, and
laundry detergent! Our delivery to
Fort Defiance on April 17 was a
huge success. Not only did we
deliver the food and supplies, we
were able to purchase 50 cases of
bottled water from their nearby
Bashas and deliver it back to Fort
Defiance Presbyterian Church.

And finally, twenty of our own
SAPC members living in care
facilities were blessed by Easter
sacks full of cards, a stuffed
lamb, Easter crosses, and cards
made by other St. Andrew’s
members. They also each
received an Easter box.

Forty families with children with
severe disabilities were blessed by
Easter baskets built for each
family. Thirty foster children cared
for by La Frontera also received
Easter baskets with hygiene
products, socks, Resurrection eggs,
and treats!

One of the recipients wrote, “Dear
all you friends of mine who filled a
box and bag of cards, a cross,
communion wine, loving notes and
beautiful Easter cards plus a little
furry animal, thank you, thank you!
It all warmed my heart. Thank you
Jesus for all of you friends. They
brought back many happy
memories from church; Friday
morning Bible study, and many
happy group gatherings! Just a
thank you could never be enough.
Love in Jesus’ name…”
As always, thank you for being the
hands and feet of Jesus for our
city!

INTERIM SEARCH UPDATE
Hello St. Andrew's Family,
Here’s a brief update on the search for an Interim Senior Pastor.
The designated search committee composed of Elders from the Session has been meeting weekly since we
updated you all in early March, and we’ll continue to meet until we find our Interim Candidate. We
completed our first milestone by compiling a document that successfully provides potential candidates with
a snapshot of St. Andrew’s ministries, heritage, values, Biblically Christ-based worship, and the importance
of connections within the church and throughout the community, along with our expectations for an Interim
Pastor. As we continue on this journey of securing an Interim Senior Pastor, please keep the search
committee in your prayers. Our next task will be to review resumes and interview potential candidates.
We’ll be sure to provide another update as we have new information to share.
Blessings,
Luke Bultman, Member of the Personnel Committee & Search Committee

RON AND SUE NEWBERG:
SERVING WITH WYCLIFFE
BIBLE TRANSLATORS
Everyone deserves access to God’s Word so that they
will have the opportunity to discover Jesus and be
transformed through Scripture they understand! This
is the vision of Wycliffe Bible Translators. At least
2,000 languages around the world are still waiting for
a translation project to start.
Ron and Sue Newberg serve with Wycliffe on behalf of
minority language communities in Mexico. They have
worked with the Zapotec-speaking people of Yalálag
who live in the Sierra Norte region of the state of
Oaxaca. Ron headed up a team that completed a
translation of the New Testament in the local
language. He continues to assist folks in Yalálag as
they translate portions of the Old Testament. In
addition, Ron serves as a translation specialist
providing guidance to teams working in several other
languages of Mexico.
The Newbergs are St. Andrew’s members. They have a
home near the Wycliffe offices located just north of
Tucson in Catalina. Ron and Sue are transitioning
toward retirement. During the Moment for Missions
on May 9, we will celebrate the completion of
St. Andrew's 25 years of participation with the
Newbergs in their ministry.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

March total revenue
$110,997
Monthly revenue required 171,569
Difference
($60,572)

Year to date revenue
YTD revenue required
Difference

$428,611
550,843
($122,232)

During the months from May through September our income regularly falls far below the expenses for the same period. This is a good illustration of
the need for more regular pledged giving, so revenues continue to meet expenses during the times that many of us are away from Tucson.

In Memoriam
Tom Peterson | April 18, 2021
George Crosby | April 19, 2021
Jim Toole | April 23, 2021

I CAN TELL HIM ANYTHING
It’s been about 10 years since my wife hurt herself on
the job which led to a whole bunch of things. The
situation has gone from bad to worse and it's still
there. She's wheelchair-bound. She doesn't get out
very much, is on dialysis now because her kidneys
failed, and I've been the guy who's been there the
whole time. I was putting so much pressure on
myself. Finally, one of my good buddies called me and
said, “We are going to get you a Stephen Minister.” I
said, “Well, it's time.”
My Stephen Minister is just a
little bit older than me and
we're just like two old guys
sitting around drinking
coffee on a Wednesday
morning. It's just so easy to
be with him. He's so tuned in
to what I'm doing that he
knows the right questions.
He never suggests anything, he’s not there to tell me
what to do. He's there to get me to talk until I
discover what is necessary and I can tell him
anything. He listens to the good stuff; he listens to
the bad stuff, and he's also very happy about the
successes that I've had along the way. I'm grateful to
those at my church who were caring enough to
literally put a Stephen Minister in my back pocket
because I wouldn't be where I am today if it weren't
for that. I give thanks every day. I have gotten so
much through my Stephen Minister that I now go to
church to give back as much as I possibly can every
Sunday.
My Stephen Minister relationship is about God and
getting through the difficult times. I'm very proud to
say I have a Stephen Minister. If you're under
anything like the pressure that I was under, wouldn’t
you like to be where I am now? You can get there if
you get a Stephen Minister. Do you need someone to
walk beside you along a difficult journey? Then
contact us through one of our pastors, the Caring
Ministry link at sapctucson.org/care, or Cheryl Smith
at 520-271-6591.

"I'M VACCINATED...
NOW WHAT?"

FROM OUR FAITH COMMUNITY NURSES
COVID 19 virus science is still being
discovered and that’s why we’re getting
frequent new guidelines on how to avoid
contracting the illness. Since the experts
don’t know exactly how to progress on
“Community Normalization,” we’re being
asked to do the following three “W”s:
Wear a mask – still some doubt on
whether a non-symptomatic
vaccinated person can pass the virus.
Wash hands – that has always been a
good hygiene suggestion to avoid all
germs.
Wait six feet apart.
As we transition into what is called the
“new” normal, outside venues are better
than indoor and we should avoid
crowded areas. “Risky mixing” is a new
way of saying look around, be alert,
assess the crowd, and determine in your
own mind if the group probably follows
suggested guidelines.
The things you should do are as follows:
Do not delay necessary
surgical/medical procedures
Do routine medical/dental exams
Still on the not sure list is if the virus
survives on surfaces, but wiping down
grocery items is not necessary. Think
twice about traveling out of the area, but
if you do fly, direct flights are best. We’ll
have feelings of uneasiness when we first
shake hands or hug, but with God’s Grace
and our trust in Him, we’ll transition into
the new normal with ease.
References: Center for Disease Control
Pima County Health Department
Tucson Medical Center Panel April 7, 2021

MONTLURE CAMP
Montlure Camp has plans to return to Greer! After a long
road with many hurdles, we are closer than ever. The last
several years have given Montlure the opportunity to focus
on its mission and purpose for the campers of today's
generations, as well as looking toward the future of what
our churches may need in a camp facility. And while the
road ahead still has some hurdles to cross, we are excited
for what the future holds! Please see a downloadable flyer
at sapctucson.org/serve for more information on what the
first phase of our capital campaign looks like in order to
bring campers home for the summer of 2022!
For any questions, please email camp@montlure.org. If you
would like to support our efforts: montlure.org/support

COMMUNITY ALPHA
Bring a friend and join us at Alpha Online! We are joining
Grace Community Church to provide time together for
fellowship, discussion, and laughter.
There are so many questions we ask ourselves on any given
day. Some of them are “big questions.” Alpha is a safe place to
explore some of these – a place to say what you think and
hear what others think. Without judgment.
Questions like “Who is Jesus?” and “Why did He die?” Each evening starts with a social time, followed by a video
talk. We then break into smaller groups for discussion and to hear what you think. You can say as much or as little
as you like!
Beginning Wednesday, May 12, from 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm via Zoom meeting for nine weeks with one Saturday
morning. Contact Connie Randall at crandall@sapctucson.org. Find out more at: sapctucson.org/adm/alpha

FAITH UNCORKED
Ladies, you are invited to a night of fellowship and
encouragement on Friday, May 21, at 6:00 pm.
Bring a friend and your favorite appetizer to share
along with your favorite beverage. There is
always lots of laughter with many life stories
shared. Contact Connie Randall at
crandall@sapctucson.org to RSVP!

SAPC YOUTH UPDATES
5TH GRADER PREVIEW AND GRAD SUNDAY
Save the date for the 5th Grader Preview and
Graduation Sunday on May 16! All graduating
seniors from High School and College are welcome to
be celebrated and prayed for at the 9:00 am Worship
Service and receive a gift from St. Andrew's.
At 12:00 pm, we will welcome all incoming 6th
graders to experience Youth Ministry for the first
time. We'll have pizza and play a game or two while
parents can get all their questions answered by Tim
and a few youth leaders. Learn more at
sapcyouth.com.
YOUTH PROGRAM BREAK
We will be taking a Youth program break from
May 17-31 and will be back with pool parties to start
the summer June 1 and 2.

FOREST HOME
We are gearing up for Forest Home Summer Camp
2021. This year we have an online sign-up open to all
current 5th graders- exiting 12th graders. Spots fill
up quickly so make sure you register as soon as
possible. Summer camp is July 4-9; the cost this year
is $495. Payments should be made monthly of
$111.25 following a $50 deposit. *Scholarships and
sibling discounts are available.

SAPC KIDS UPDATES
EGGSTRAVAGANZA
During the month of March, Shelly and Heather
visited 10 houses to hide eggs in their yards. It was
a surprise to the kids when they came out and saw
that their yard was turned into an egg hunt. It was
great to be able to bring the egg hunt to families in
a year where a large egg hunt wasn’t possible.
Thank you to everyone who donated plastic eggs
for this event.

